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WHAT'S 


Two interrelated transportation 
projects valued at $357 mil- 
HAPPENING? lion are in the works in down- 
town Newark. When com- 
pleted, these projects will provide a more efficient 
way for commuters and motorists to travel to and 
around downtown Newark. The New Jersey 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT) will improve 
and reconstruct McCarter Highway (Route 21) and, 
at the same time, NJ TRANSIT will build the first 
segment of the Newark-Elizabeth Rail Link (NERL), 
a light rail project. Both will be under construction 
between 2001 and 2005. Here are the details: 


B® McCarter Highway (Route 21) improvements 
between Green and Passaic streets. NJDOT 
will add lanes in both directions along this * 
two-mile stretch, creating six through lanes. 
McCarter Highway will also be straightened 
and aligned closer to the waterfront to make 
way for NERL. 


@ The Newark-Elizabeth Rail Link (NERL) 
first segment. The first segment of NERL is a 
one-mile, five-station light rail extension of the 
Newark City Subway. The project will connect 
Newark Penn Station with Newark Broad Street 
Station and the Morris & Essex Lines, offering 
NJ TRANSIT users an eight-minute ride between 
the two stations, with stops along the way serv- 
ing the New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
The Newark Museum, Newark Bears and Eagles 
Riverfront Stadium, and the Broad Street commer- 
cial district. The first segment will be mainly at 
street level; part of the route will be alongside 
the new alignment of McCarter Highway. 


See the map and chart for more construction 
information. 
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Activity 


NERL: 
Water, sewer 
line relocations 


McCARTER HIGHWAY: 
Widening and major 
realignment 


Start 


July 2001 


at a Glance 
k (First Segment) and McCarter Highway, 2001-2005 


Finish 


Feb. 2002 


Where 


Mulberry Street, 
Center Street 


Impact Area 


None 


Impact 


All streets remain 
open 


April 2002 


Dec. 2004 


Raymond Blvd., 
|-280 


All downtown 


24-hour construction; 
2 lanes open during 
business hours; 
access to businesses 
at all times 


NERL: 
Tunnel cut and cover 


May 2002 


July 2003 


Mulberry Street, 
Raymond Blvd., 
Center Street 


Broad Street to 
Route 21 
(McCarter Hwy) 


Mulberry Street 
between 

Raymond Blvd. 

and Park Street 
closed 12-15 months 


NERL: 
Tunnel ventilation 


June 2002 


Dec. 2003 


Mostly underground 


McCARTER HIGHWAY: 
Widening and minor 
realignment 


Fall 2002 


Summer 2004 


Green Street to 
Raymond Blvd 


NERL: 
Construction at grade, 


track and stations 


NERL: 
Catenary, signals, 
communications 


Spring 2003 


Summer 2003 


Winter 2004 


Center Street to 
Broad Street Station 


All downtown 


Some above-ground 
work near NJIT 


a — 


24-hour construction; 
2 lanes open during 
business hours; 
access to businesses 
at all times 


All downtown 


Summer 2005 


McCARTER HIGHWAY: 
Widening and minor 
realignment 


Fall 2003 


Construction times subject to change. 


Summer 2005 


Center Street to 
Broad Street Station 


Periodic lane closures 


Center Street to 
Broad Street Station 


|-280 to 
Passaic Street 


Periodic lane closures 


aa 
All downtown 


24-hour construction; 
2 lanes open during 
business hours; 
access to businesses 
at all times 
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Existing Newark City Subway 


Penn Station-Broad Street Station 
segment (at grade) 


Penn Station-Broad Street Station 
segment (tunnel) 
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(First Segment) and McCarter Highway, 2001-2005 


Activity Start Finish Where Impact Area Impact 
NERL: July 2001 Feb. 2002 Mulberry Street, None All streets remain 
Water, sewer Center Street open 
line relocations 
McCARTER HIGHWAY: April 2002 Dec. 2004 Raymond Blvd., All downtown 24-hour construction; 
Widening and major |-280 2 lanes open during 
realignment business hours; 
access to businesses 
at all times 
NERL: May 2002 July 2003 Mulberry Street, Broad Street to Mulberry Street 
Tunnel cut and cover Raymond Blvd., Route 21 between 
Center Street (McCarter Hwy) Raymond Blvd. 
and Park Street 
closed 12-15 months 


NERL: June 2002 Dec. 2003 Mostly underground | None Some above-ground 
Tunnel ventilation work near NJIT 


McCARTER HIGHWAY: Fall 2002 Summer 2004 Green Street to All downtown 24-hour construction; 

Widening and minor Raymond Blvd. 2 lanes open during 

realignment business hours; 
access to businesses 
at all times 

NERL: Spring 2003 Winter 2004 Center Street to All downtown Periodic lane closures 

Construction at grade, Broad Street Station 

track and stations 

NERL: Summer 2003 | Summer 2005 Center Street to Center Street to Periodic lane closures 

Catenary, signals, Broad Street Station | Broad Street Station 

communications 


McCARTER HIGHWAY: Fall 2003 Summer 2005 |-280 to All downtown 24-hour construction; 
Widening and minor Passaic Street 2 lanes open during 
realignment business hours; 
‘e access to businesses 
at all times 


Construction times subject to change. 


Construction activities _ 


- Keep! informed: Motone in particular, 

_ should keep informed to plan their travel 

_ into project areas. You can get up-to-date 
information on construction activities and 
traffic conditions from the following sources: _ 


e variable message signs 
e radio traffic reports 

© www.njtransit.com 

® www.njcommuter.com 
e 1-877-NJROADS 


REAL-TIME NIDOT will use the latest 
in interactive traffic 

TRAFFIC communications and man- 
agement tools to help 

UPDATES motorists reach downtown 
Newark safely and with as 
few delays as possible. 


NJDOT operations staff will monitor traffic 

in the construction area and will display real-. 
time travel messages electronically on variable 
message signs installed on the main access 
roads into Newark (Routes 1/9, 280 and 22) 
to alert motorists to road conditions. 


The signs will display current information 
between 4 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. on weekdays 
and between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. on weekends 
and holidays. This information also will be 
available through City of Newark offices. 


NJTRANSIT ~-z 
The Way To Go. 


New Jersey Department 
of Transportation 
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Downtown Newark Transportation Improvements 
Construction Timeline 2001-2005 


Activity 


McCARTER HIGHWAY (ROUTE 21) 
Widening and major realignment, Raymond Blvd. to |-280 April 2002 to December 2004 
Widening and minor realignment, Green St. to Raymond Blvd. Fall 2002 to Summer 2004 
Widening and minor realignment, |-280 to Passaic St. Fall 2003 to Summer 2005 


THE BENEFIT — 
IMPROVED 
MOBILITY IN 
DOWNTOWN 
NEWARK 


NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT are working together to 
improve mobility in downtown Newark. When 
McCarter Highway and the first segment of NERL are 
completed, Newark residents, commuters, and visitors 
will experience a range of benefits that include: 


@ reduced traffic congestion 
- expanding McCarter Highway from four to 
six lanes, three in each direction 
- straightening and realigning McCarter Highway 
- providing additional turning lanes 
- installing advisory signs and cameras to nee 


motorists to road conditions in Newark — 


@ new transportation options 

- light rail access to downtown Newark 
destinations, from either Newark Broad 
Street Station or Newark Penn Station, 
via the NERL first segment 

- more flexibility and connectivity in the 
regional transportation network 

- a light rail alternative to commuting by car, 
easing congestion on McCarter Highway 


@ community benefits 

- greater mobility for residents 

- pride in a new state-of-the-art light rail fink. 
and a reconstructed McCarter Highway 

- better location and access choices for 
expanding and relocating businesses 

- an environment that fosters additional eco- 
nomic growth and viability for Newark 

- an improved quality of life for all 


NJDOT 
1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton, NJ 08625 


NJ TRANSIT 
One Penn Plaza East 
Newark, NJ 07105-2246 


NJTRANSIT ~z 
The Way To Go. 


New Jersey 
Department of 
Transportation 


